integrative aspects of brain function, but these are the titles of some of the papers presented.
Taken as a whole, the book presents many interesting facets of knowledge. Though there is a central theme which runs strongly through some of the groups of papers, other lines of thought appear to be tangential to the main theme. Without doubt, many of these papers will be of value to scientists in several disciplines. Hormonal control mechanisms, the role of cyclic AMP, antibody structure, the function of the thymus, and gene expression hybrid cellsthese are some of the examples used to illustrate control mechanisms at a cellular and subcellular, and molecular level. On the other hand, discussion of the cerebral regulatory effects illustrates the problems of control systems in their most complex form, in places virtually bordering on the metaphysical.
As with other Ciba conferences, a number of well acknowledged experts participated. Their writing often has the hallmark of authority, and their remarks in the recorded discussion give us an insight into the impact of this widespectrum conference. The book is a fascinating collection of papers, some excellent, some regrettably less exciting and a bit confused, but I feel sure that the majority of readers will find it full of ideas and food for thought.
EDWARD H COOPER

Biochemical Disorders in Human Disease edited by R H S Thompson MA DSC DM FRCP Fcpath and I D P Wootton MA PhD MB BChir McPath 3rd ed pp xii+875 illustrated £8 London: J & A Churchill 1970
In the six years that have elapsed between the publication of the second and third editions of this successful book, steady advances have continued in all branches of knowledge of biochemical changes in disease. Professor-Wootton has replaced the late Professor King as coeditor with Professor Thompson. Of the 24 chapters, 23 deal with the same themes as before (though 11 have some change of author) and the chapter on the clotting mechanism has been dropped. Professor Kellie has provided a completely new chapter on the biochemistry of neoplastic disease, especially in relation to the genetic code.
Detailed criticism of a work of this type is impractical. The difficulty of the editors and authors has been to keep the balance between basic biochemistry, methodology, chemical pathology, and clinical medicine; and this difficulty is unavoidable in so large a book. In general they have succeeded, and it is possible (though less successfully in the split chapters) to follow the topics from the basic cellular disturbances through to laboratory aspects of diagnosis and to the influence of abnormal biochemistry on treatment. The standard subjects are covered, with the major exception of the biochemistry of mental disease, which we all hope will appear in the next edition: amongst other topics omitted were anterior pituitary deficiency, serotonin, and respiration/blood gases. A further disadvantage of so large a multi-author work is that more than one-third of the chapters do not have references after 1967.
The book is well written and well producedthe subindices at the chapter headings make it easy to find desired topics. It should be on the shelves, for continual consultation, of all those practising biochemistry in relation to disease, and should be frequently referred to both by biochemists and by physicians. The title of this excellent monograph gives little hint of the wealth of valuable information contained within its slim format. Beautifully illustrated, it not only traces the history of radiological examination from its earliest days
